YWCA Lancaster addresses

contemporary political issues and
advocates for the rights of women and
minorities. The Board of Directors supports
the following public policies:

education

Advocacy for public policies that ensure access
to universal quality education by:

promoting culturally sensitive education.

eliminating gender and racial bias in public
education.

supporting women and girls in mathematics,
science, and technology education.

economic security

Advocacy for public policies that ensure freedom
from discrimination and oppression and promote
the following:

pay equity in employment and access to high-
skilled, high-wage work for women and
minorities.

welfare reform to provide child care, health
insurance, and training.

safe, affordable housing for low and moderate
income people.

shelter and support services for the
homeless.

expanding workers’ benefits and security
under the Family and Medical Leave Act.

domestic partner benefits for those in
committed, long-term relationships.

quality, affordable child and dependent care.

our mission

YWCA Lancaster is dedicated to
eliminating racism, empowering
women and promoting peace,
justice, freedom and dignity for
all.

eliminating racism
empowering women
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violence

Advocacy for public policies to ensure against

violence in our society and promote the following:

» support of the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) and revisions to the legislation to
better protect women.

 support for national and local gun control
legislation including both assault weapons
and handguns.

* initiation and development of programs for
youth to help them use nonviolent dispute
resolution alternatives.

 elimination of sexual harassment, gay bash-
ing, battering, emotional abuse and other
forms of victimization, especially of people of
color, women, and children.

» enforcement of the 1990 National Hate Crime
Statistics Act regarding crimes based on
race, gender, and sexual orientation.

» development of enforceable standards for
reducing the portrayal of violence in the
media.

health & health care

Advocacy for public policies that ensure:

« the right of all women and girls to make
reproductive choices free from government
intrusion.

» preventative, primary, and long term care for
all people.

» support of women’s healthcare needs
including contraception and abortion through
all health care plans, including Medicaid.

* research, prevention, and treatment of health
problems, such as substance abuse, HIV/
AIDS, and other sexually transmitted
diseases.

e research, education, and prevention of
diseases that primarily affect women,
children, and people of color.

human rights

Advocacy for public policies that denounce alll
violations of human rights, promote justice,
equity and human dignity for all people, and
ensure the following:

 participation by women in all political, social,
and economic decision making processes.

» passage, ramification, and implementation of
the Equal Rights Amendment.

 inclusion of sexual orientation under Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Fair
Housing Act of 1968 as amended.

e preservation of parental rights of homosexual
parents.

» repeal of sodomy laws as they apply to
consenting adults at all jurisdictional levels.

e actions on behalf of victims of war crimes in
conflict situations.

» global eradication of all forms of discrimination
and oppression.

e comprehensive peace building among nations
and the building of a secure, healthy,
sustainable global environment free from
women’s human rights abuse, including
dowry death, female infanticide and neglect,
trafficking of women and children, female
genital mutilation, compulsory heterosexuality,
forced pregnancy, sex tourism, and military
sex slavery.
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1 want to join the
YWCA Public Policy
Action Alert Network

Here’s how it works ...

Throughout the year, the YWCA Action
Network will alert you via e-mail

regarding legislation and community events
that relate to YWCA Public Policy Postions.

YWCA Action Network Registration

Name

Address

City/State/Zip Code

Home phone number

E-mail address

Please mail this form to:

Director of Public Policy & Advocacy
YWCA Lancaster

110 North Lime Street

Lancaster, PA 17602

Or e-mail your registration details to:
advocacy@ywecalancaster.org




